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HANNAH'S THANKS TO YOU 


The response to the plea for help in paying for the restoration of the 
portrait of Hannah Hempstead was most gratifying, and she is finished, 
framed and hung at present in the Burbeck bedroom on the second floor. 
She wishes to express her gratitude to the following: 


Mrs. Charles Allen 

firs. Ellery Allen 

Mrs. Robert Anderson 

Miss Hazel Johnso., 

Mr. & Mrs. Burton Kimball 
Mrs. Adam Knox 

Miss Rose Levitt 

Mr. & Mrs. Dwight Lyman 
Mr. Brian Massey 

Mr. Ralph Matteson 


DISCOVERY 


Mrs. Irene Mundell 
Miss Lois Mundell 
Miss Ruth Newcomb 
Mrs. Emily Tracy 

Mr. Ralph Wadleigh 
Dr. Robert Weller 
Mr. H. Wade White 
William Z. White for the 

Memorial Hospital 

Miss Helen Whiton 
Mrs. Kent Whitten 


This winter, with a grant from the Palmer Fund, restoration of the Wash- 
ington bedroom was undertaken, with the idea of removing the Victorian 
mantel and fireplace, replacing it with a wooden mantel of the period, 
stripping the paint before repainting, and papering. A lovely wooden 
mantel was bought which had originally came from an early New London 


house, and the painters went to work. 


The panelling was stripped, and 


then in an attempt to repair a wide crack in the large over-mantel panel, 
by removing it and bringing it together, it was discovered that behind 
the wood was a complete cement wall, moulded in raised panels, with 
vestiges of its original red-brown paint. Also behind the iron grate was 
the early fireplace with its iron fireback, in quite good condition. 

Our consultant architect, Mr. Robert Carter, agreed with us that the 
cement wall should be restored, and he would get us a mason from 


wo. 


Stamford who could repair the hearth and the surround of the opening of 
the fireplace itself. The wall is back to its original appearance and 
is lovely, and unique. Nothing of this type of work has been known in 
Colonial architecture previously. The mason has not yet had a chance 
to get up here to work, but he will in time. 


It is planned to install the wooden panelling, or at least some of it 
and the mantel we bought, in the long drawing-room, from which it was 
in all probability removed when the Perkins family renovated the house 
in the 1840's. 

The old cupboards in the library room have been removed and floor-to 
ceiling shelves installed, increasing our space for books. They have 
come out from closets, drawers, the vault, and are arranged in proper 
order so there is now a good chance one can find what one is looking 
for. 


WANTED 


There is a crying need for an 18th century bureau or chest of drawers 
for the Washington bedroom, to replace the Empire one there now. With 
the original wall the later bureau looks and is an anachronism, even 
though lovely for its period. Also the room could use one or two more 
Oriental scatter rugs and a candlestand. 


For the Burbeck room we would like an Empire washstand, mahogany, if we 
had a preference. wee ete we eee eH it's tax deductable: 


LEND-LEASE (?) vintage of 1810 


FRANCE, The Art of: 
(Calculated for the next Political Dictionary, as 
practiced by the Emperor Napoleon) 


It is one leading feature in the policy of the Emperor Napoleon, to 
support his imperial and royal family by levying contributions on his 
vassal state - Accordingly. 

Italy supplies him with stationary, paintings, concubines and other 
curiosities. 

Naples, with chocolate and gingerbread. 

Holland, with gin toddy, men and maids. 

Spain, with precious metals, diamonds, etc. 

Portugal, with wine and potatoes. 

Russia, with hemp, horse-pistols and ladies‘ hair. 

Poland, with ice, poultry and pepper-pot. 

Turkey, with carpets and cannon shot. 

Wertemberg, with play things and nonsense. 

Austria, with a wife and nurses - - and though last, not least 

America, with thirty millions of dollars, to defray the expenses of 
the imperial wedding. 

A CONTRIBUTOR 

(From Connecticut Gazette for Aug. 20, 1810) 


= 
EARLY ABM DEVICE 


We understand that Com. Rodgers has so prepared the brig ARGUS, in New- 
York harbor, that Mr. Fulton has acknowledged it impossible to blow her 
up with any Torpedo he has yet invented. Long spars are run in every 
direction from the brig, from which are dropped connected nettings with 
weights at the lower part and these keep off everything endeavoured to 
be attached to the bottom of the vessel. BOSTON, Oct. 4. 
(From Connecticut Gazette for Oct. 10, 1810) 


RECRUITING SERVICE 

To men of Patriotism, Courage and Enterprise : : ! 

Every able-bodied MAN from the age of 18 to 45 years, who shall enlist 
for army of the U. States for the term of five years, wil? be paid a 
bounty of SIXTEEN DOLLARS - and whenever he shall have served the term 
for which he enlisted, or obtained an honorable discharge, stating 
that he had faithfully performed his duty whilst in service, he shall 
be allowed and paid in addition to the aforesaid bounty three months 
pay and ONE HUNDRED and SIXTY ACRES OF LAND, and in case he should be 
killed in action, or die in the service, his heirs and representatives 
will be entitled to the said three months pay and 160 Acres of Land to 
be designated, surveyed and laid off at the public expense. 

For the sake of those who may not prefer a term of service for five 
years, Government allows a period of enlistment for 18 months, still 
offering the same rich (sic!) compensation as above specified, except 
the donation of land. 

(From Gazettes of 1812) 

The year 1812 presents the sorrowful spectacle of the whole civilized 
world (as it is called) being in a state of warfare. Suth a period has 
not before occurred for many ages. 

(From Gazette for October 28, 1812) 
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STATE TAXES 
From ACTS and LAWS made and passed ... on the second Thursday of May, 
1807. 
(Assessments) 
That all Male Persons from 18 years of age to 21 ... shall be 
| set at $30.00 
Al? Male Persons from 21 to 70 years of age, except .. set at 60.00 


Every ox or steer of 4 years old and upwards at - - - - - - - 10.00 
Each Horse or Mare of 3 years old and upwards (except Stallions 
and Trooper's Horses enlisted) - - - - -----+-+-e--- 10.00 
Each stallion of more than 3 years old - - - - - - = - - - - 67.00 
All meadow-land in counties of New-London ... both salt & fresh, 
acre i.to 
All upland pasture - - - = = = = = 5 = = - - - = © e = 1.34 
Each dwelling house shall be set for each fireplace - - - - - 5.00 
All stock in any bank ... shall be set on every $100 ... at 3.00 
Each chariot at - - - = = - = = = = = = = = = =e ee ee ee 163.00 
Each phaeton at - - - - - - - = = = = = = = - ee ee te te 134.00 
Each curricle at - - - = = = = = = = = = = 2+ 5 - = - - = = = 63.00 


4. 
STATE TAXES (cont! a) 


Each gold watch - - - -----+-+--+-- ~ - = = + +--+ - = 4 34.00 
All other watches - - - - ---+--+-+-+---.-- ~- - = = - 10.00 
All steel or brass wheeled clocks or those regulated by | 

pendulum- - 20.00 


Al] wrought Silver plate at 6% on just value, at 1.11 an ounce 
All monies loaned on good security ... at 6% on just value 


| thereof 
Each store or warehouse ... one story high - - - ----- - 10.00 
Each store or warehouse of two stories high at --- - - - - 20.00 
Each store or warehouse of three stories high at - - -- - - 30.00 
Each corn mill standing on a stream ... for each run of 
| stones- - - 150.00 


Attorneys in actual practice shall be assessed according to their 
profits, at a sum not less than 75 nor more than 300 dollars. 

Physicians and surgeons in actual practice shall be assessed according 
to their profits, at a sum not less than 34 nor more than 300 dollars. 
Persons carrying on mechanical business of any kind, shall be assessed 
according to their profits, at a sum not less than 10 nor more than two 
hundred dollars. 

Tavern keepers shall be assessed at a sum according to their profits at 
a sum not less than 20 nor more than 200 dollars. 

Provided that attorneys, physicians, surgeons and mechanics shall be 
exempted from all assessment for two years next after they shall enter 
upon their respective professions or occupations. 

(Condensed from Gazette of July 8, 1807) 


SHAW MANSION on NATIONAL: REGISTER 


On January 5, this year, we received a letter from the Connecticut Hist- 
orical Commission, that the Shaw Mansion has been accepted for listing 
on the National Register of Historic Places. This is a satisfaction to 
all of us, for it means that no federally-funded undertakings can en- 
danger the site until the Register has been consulted and their Advisory 
Council given an opportunity to comment. 


ACCESSIONS 


scrapbook of clippings about the William W. Perkins Post, GAR - Gift of 
Miss Alice R. Ramage, Uncasville | 

Manuscripts, mostly Revolutionary - Gift of T. H. Chappell, Mystic 

Winthrop Family in America, by L.S. Mayo - bought by Society 

Ancestry and Descendants of Lt. Thomas Tracy, by E. Tracy - bought by 
Society 

Satterlee Genealogy - Bought by Society 

art Genealogy - Bought by Society 

Fanning's Narrative - being the memoirs of Nathaniel Fanning an officer 
in the Revolutionary Navy 1778-1783 - bought by Societ 

Old Burying Ground of Fairfield, Conn. (Cemetery Inscriptions) - bought 
by Society 


ah 


ASSESSIONS (cont'd) 


Vital Statistics of Seymour - bought by Society 

Early Lebanon by Orlo Hine - bought by Society 

Broadside advertisement for Dr. Rawson's Worm Powders, 1803 - Gift of 
Mrs. Raymond Sidorsky, Silver Spring, Md. 

Letter from Dr. Isaac Thompson, New London, 1804, to John Cadwallader, 
Huntington, Pa. - Gift of Mrs. Raymond Sidorsky, Silver Spring, Md. 

Hyde Genealogy, 2 vols., by R. H. Walworth - bought by Society 

Dimon family, by Edwin Dimond - bought by Society 

Lane Genealogies, v.2, comp. by J. H. Fitts - bought by Society 

Connecticut Gazette, bound, 1790-92 - Loaned by Mrs. Albert Carley, 
Cornwall, Vt. 


RAILROAD STATION 


A great many of you have probably seen the recent article in the Day 
about the preservation or demolition of the railroad station. The 
headline was misleading, for it doesn't seem that anyone can be in- 
different to it, one way or another. The rash of recent articles and 
discussions on the subject has come as a total surprise, with no idea 
the Society would be asked to take a stand either for or against. Our 
curator, Mrs. Knox, made it very clear to the reporter that she was 
expressing her own views and not those of the members of the Society. 
We would like to have those of you who have any feelings on the sub- 
ject, make them known to us by postcard or note. 


FROM: The New London County Historical 
Society, Shaw Mansion 
11] Blinman Street 
New London, Connecticut 06320 
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Miss Hazel A. Johnson 
770 Williams St. 
New London, Conn. 06320 
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